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Dear Friends, 

On two separate occasions I have trayelled extensively in 
the United States of North America ; the first time as one of the 
deputation appointed by our Yearly Meeting to present, to such 
as had withdrawn on the Anti-slavery question, an invitation to a 
reunion with those from whom they had separated in Indiana ; the 
second time, as a representative of the same body, to offer to your 
President, aad the G-overnors of the several States, an Address is- 
sued by that Meeting on the Slave-trade and on Slavery. 

In the course of the two journeys I was uniformly treated with 
openness and respect. By the members of our religious Society I 
was received with cordiality and confidence. Hence I have 
additional cause to dwell with Christian love and interest, not only 
on the widespread inhabitant of that country, but more especial- 
ly on the members of your different Yearly Meetings. 

With many warm recollections of the kindness of f'riends, both 
when amongst you and since, I present^ in the love of a brother, 
and in love of our blessed Saviour and to the glorious truths of his 
salvation, a Christian salutation to all in your land who make pro- 
fession of our religious principles. I write not as one who has at- 
tained — ^no, indeed, but as one who, whilst feeling his many imper- 
fections and shortcomings, would gladly be a helper of the joy of 
every true believer. 

'^ May the God of peace, who brought again from the dead the 



Lord Jesus," strengthen, unite and comfort your hearts. May it 
be given you to feel how full and how precious is that redemption 
which comes through Him. May the affections, the understanding 
and the will of every one of you, my dear friends, be so brought 
into subjection to the guidance and the government of the Holy 
Spirit, as that you may, in your intercourse among men, show, out 
of a good conversation, your works with meekness of wisdouL 

In taking a retrospect of some of the occurrences in the course 
of a lengthened life, my thoughts recur to the visits, both in earlier 
and later years, of several devoted ministers of the Gk)spel from 
your land to ours. Their work of faith was blessed to many: I 
partook, amongst others, of the privilege of their earnest pleadings. 

In the meridian of my days. Friends in England were brought 
to feel, sorrowfully and deeply, with those in America, on receiv- 
ing accounts of the open avowal of unsound opinions on the pre- 
cious truths of the Gospel You know, dear friends, that the * 
offering of Himself on the cross, by our omnipotent Redeemer, as 
a sacrifice for the sins of the human race, was lightly esteemed bj 
some. There was truly a departure firom that faith and that hope 
which were the stay and the strength of our forefathers in the Truth. 
I allude to those distressing days in sorrow for the many who were 
thus bewildered ; whilst I honour the memory of others who val- 
iantly contended for the faith once delivered to the saints. I 
rejoice with thankfulness to our Heavenly Father, in that, through 
his mercy and goodness, brighter days have shone upon you. 

But we have no security that these or other delusions will not 
reappear. The devil, the great adversary of man's happiness, 
may again assail the Church. The safety of its members consists 
in a state of humble dependence upon Christ. 

Permit me, my dear friends, to turn to some painful events, both 
past and present From various causes, divisions have taken place 
in many of the Yearly Meetings on the American Continent. I 



mourn over this, and you have mourned over it. I attempt not to 
define or describe tlie cause. But must it not be acknowledged 
that such divisions greatly endanger a growth in grace, and the 
usefulness in the church of those who are more directly implicated 
in them ? and is it not equally obvious that they are injurious to 
the young and inexperienced ? Some may, through un watchful- 
ness, be thus turned out of the right way of the Lord ; others may 
be hindered from bringing forth those fruits of the Spirit which it 
was the gracious design of the Great Head of the Church that 
they should produce to his honour, and to the good of those, 
around them. May all profit by that which has taken place, and 
be earnest to enjoy the privilege held out by our gracious Saviour, 
''Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven," 

We know, dear friends, that our religious Society has ever ac- 
cepted the Old and New Testaments, as given by inspiration of 
God. These sacred records bear ample testimony to the depravity 
of the human heart — ^to our proneness to sin, and alienation by na- 
ture from G-od ; but at the same time they clearly present to us the 
unutterably blessed truth that G-od so loved the world that He 
gave his only begotten Son to die for us on the cross, the just for 
the unjust, that He might bring us to God. In Him we have re- 
demption through liis blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of his grace. He graciously offers himself unto us also 
as our Ruler, our King, and as the great High Priest of our profes- 
sion. As the awakened soul comes unto Ghifist, he is, through 
faith, made a stone in the spiritual building of which the Lord Jesus 
is the chief comer-stone, and feels that he may confide in Him, his 
blessed Saviour for time and for eternity. 

We know that this experience is brought about by the Spirit of 
God. Warnings against sin, convictions for transgressiozi^ attrao- 
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tione to holiness, are in mercy oflfered from very early life, and, in 
the same mercy, renewed from one time to another. How abso- 
lutely needful is it to every one that he should know a change of 
heart ,* that, accepting these heavenly truths in the obedience of 
faith, there should be a growth in grace and an establishment in 
the Truth ; that, by faith in the efficacy of the blood of Jesus and 
through the sanctification of the Spirit, he should become a new 
man in Christ Jesus. To this blessed experience may every one 
of you, dear friends, be brought, believing, on the authority of the 
Holy Scripture, the sacred yet mysterious truth that the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit are one Gk>d, blessed for ever. 

How simply, and yet how emphatically, is the love of Gk)d en- 
joined upon us in the first and great commandment. In what 
comprehensive terms, in anticipation of that sacrifice of himself 
which our Lord was about to offer* for the sins of a faUen world, 
did He say, " Ghreater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friend." Marvellously was his love to us thus 
manifested ; surely then we ought to love one another. 

Great is the safety of living in love and in humility, ever ready 
to honour in a brother that which is of the Lord, and giving him 
credit for whatever is his due. Conscious of his own infirmities, 
the watchful disciple is prepared to bear with the infirmities of 
others. Concerned for the best welfare of }us friends, there 
would be — ^and this is one of the great privileges of religious so- 
ciety — a speaking one to another in love, whether in the language 
of counsel, of sympathy, or of encouragement. Whilst seeking to 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called with all 
lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another 
in love, there would then be an endeavour to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. Far from exercising lordship one 
over another, there would be an abiding sense of the force and ob- 



ligation of the words of our Lord,- " Wbosoerer will be great 
among you, shall be your minister : and whosoever will be chief, 
shall be servant of aU."' As members of the Church of Christ 
upon earth, we may all hi^ve a place in the hous€fhold of faith. We 
are aU entrusted with gifts and talents to be employed in the ser- 
vice of Him who in his goodness bestows them. Happy are they 
•who, as the willing and obedient servants of Christ, are concerned 
to occupy them arigh% and that, singly to his honour, and in sim- 
ple dependence upon Him. They become prepared to enjoy the 
words of our Lord, *^ One is your Master even Christ, and all ye are 
brethren.*' I write not of these Christian graces as though I 
thought you did not prize them ; but in a fresh sense of their ex- 
cellency I bring them before you in love. 

May you, my dear friends, each give proof of the practical efBl- 
cacy of your faith in the teachings of the Holy Spirit What a 
blessing it is to the true follower of our Holy Redeemer that in 
every time of need this faith may be exercised I The true fol- 
lower of our Lord is to be earnest to be a heavenly-minded disci- 
ple. He is to walk among men as a pilgrim on the way to the 
heavenly city. Living apart from the maxims and the follies of 
this evil world, the Christian is to be pressing after integrity, 
parity and holiness, an4 to enjoy the privilege of showiug forth 
^e praises of Him who bath called him out of darkness into his 
marvellous Ught. 

Such a Christian is to live in the world aright, not to live unto 
^e world. He is not, therefore, to be indifferent to what is past- 
ing around hun. He has duties to perform, as a citizen ; but even 
in this he may be so interested in the political affairs of his coun- 
try and absorbed by them, as to endanger his spiritual growth, 
and, consequently, his usefulness in the Church. May you all, dear 
friends, be kept from this entanglement. The Lord, our omnipax 
tent helper, is near, to deliver from*every danger. There is, how- 



•Ter, a patriotisoQ, a love of his country, which the citizen of 
•yery Iftnd ought to cheriBb ; and there is a citizenship with man- 
kind, that should bind together men of every country and of 
•very clime, as the children of our one Father in heayen, as broth- 
ers by creation, and as objects of that uniyersal loye displayed by 
the coming in the flesh of the Lord Jesus Christ 

The strength and the yalue of true love were so obvious in the 
early believers, that it was said of them, ^* Behold how these 
Christians love one another 1 '' Love was conspicuous among our 
early Friends. Sharing as they did in suffering for the testimony 
of a good conscience, they rejoiced together. They could say^ 
^' Truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ" And so, in the goodness of the Lord, has it been to a 
large extent among the members of our Society from that day to 
this. In the warmth of Christian feeling, it is my desire that, 
without the compromi/ie of one particle of the truth of God, love 
may inerease and spread towards all who bear the name of 
Friends. 

May the young prize the privilege of having been taught to ask 
counsel of Gk)d. Happy are they who from early life are earnest, 
in every act of their lives, to realize the blessedness of the words, 
** I have set the Lord always before me ; because He is at my right 
hand I shall not be moved." I entreat you, by the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ, to be modest and deferential in your inter- 
course with your older friends. Literary and intellectual acquire- 
ments have greatly increased, of late, among Friends in America, 
as they have in this country. May all such pursuits be held by 
yon in their proper place. Valuable in themselves, they ought 
ever to be subordinate to the great duties of life, and to the 
eternal interests of the soul. May you all be encouraged in the 
diligent reading of the Bible, with minds turned to the Lord in 
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prayer^ that He will blesB its truths to your ssversl needs. 
Scriptural knowledge is increasing among jou: I rejoice that it 
is so. May it be blessed to you I 

''But the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." 
''In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence: his children 
have a place of refuge." May that refuge be yours. May 
that true^ reverent, fiUal fear of GK)d, which keepeth the 
heart clean, be yours. May the wisdom which is from above, 
pure heavenly wisdom, be the first object of your pursuit. And 
may you know an estabUshment and a holy settlement in Christ 
as the offering for your sins — in Him who leads his obedient, 
believing disciples in the way of self-denial and of devotedness 
to his service. 

My travels among you afforded me opportunities to contrast the 
striking difference between a life in the West and that of the in- 
habitants of your large, busy, commercial cities. The industrious 
farmer in the Western wilds has worked hard from morning to 
night in clearing the land, and converting the forest or the prairie 
into fruitful fields. The tradesman and the merchant, when pur- 
suing a lawful calling, to provide things honest in the sight of all 
men, are day after day exposed to competition and anxiety. Each 
condition has its peculiar snares and temptations. How absorbing 
may the events of this life become I How varied are the dangers 
to which we may be exposed when performing the necessary du- 
ties of this life I The grace of the Lord is sufficient for every 
emergency. 

In your widely extended country, many members of our Soci- 
ety have settled far away from their relatives and friends. I met 
with cases of this description when in^America. May all such re- 
ceive the thoughtful, and, as far as practicable, the continual, care 
of Friends. Let me remind you of the travels of our late beloved 
friend Robert Lindsey. His labors of love extended far beyond 
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the boundaries of any settled meeting. He met with many who, 
as members of our religious Society, were living under serious 
disadvantages. His example has left behind him a beautiful illus- 
tration of that love to our fellow members wbieh is in true accord- 
ance with the precepts of our Lord and Saviour. 

My thoughts turn to the several distinct Yearly Meetings of 
Friends on your continent. It has been my privilege for many 
years to think of them with Christian solicitude. Some of these 
meetings were settled in the early days of our religious Society, and 
have been held, I believe, with unbroken regularity. Others have 
been established within the present century. I rejoice with thank- 
fulness that, so far as I know, and I have no reason to doubt it, 
they have as religious bodies maintained the faith and hope of 
the Gk)6pel, as set before us in Holy Scripture. There has been a 
remarkable agreement in doctrine and discipline both among 
themselves and with the two Yearly Meetings of Q-reat Britain 
and Ireland. May this ever continue to be the case I 

The bond of union has been strengthened by tbe mutual trans- 
fer of membership from one Monthly Meeting to another ; by ac^ 
cepting and recording visits from accredited ministers of the seve- 
ral Yearly Meetings, and also by maintaining an epistolary inter- 
course of brotherly love and confidence. I highly value these 
outward evidences of Christian fellowship^ and desire that they 
may never be weakened. 

It is a serious and important fact that the number of your Yearly 
Meetings increases. They are to a certain extent independent 
bodies, both in Christian doctrine and in Church discipline. Has 
it not often happened that the circumstances of Friends thus 
brought together have varied ? Some have come from long settled 
Cities and States ; others from what, comparatively speaking, may 
be termed a wilderness life. The religious experience of those 
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thus associated may be greatly diversified, calling for the exercise 
of watchfulness and Christian forbearance. How applicable to 
the circumstances of the Christian, even on such occasions, will 
tiie words of the prophet be found, " In quietness and confidence 
shall be your strength." There is a peace which our Lord giveth 
to his believing children. May this peace be patiently watched 
for in all deliberations of an important character I 

I allude with feelings of sorrow to the public events of the last 
few years. What anguish and misery have been endured by 
thousands, and how many have perished on the field of battle I 
Many of the survivors continue to suffer from their wounds or loss 
of limbs. The fathers, the mothers, the wives, the sisters, have bit- 
terly felt for those most dear to them, who have been of these suffer- 
ers from the war, or who have fallen in battle. With all such. 
Christian pity calls you to sympathize. Having taken no active 
part in this desolating war, our Heavenly Father has, in his mercy 
and in his faithfulness, cared for you. When the judgments of 
the Lord are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness. His judgments have been upon your country. 
Many lessons of instruction may have beqji learned, and may 
still be learned, from the events which have been passing in 
your nation. How loud is the call, in gratitude to the Author 
of all our mercies, not only to live in love one with another as 
Christian brothers, but in love to aUj whether in the South or 
in the North — to manifest that kind and forgiving temper which 
both sweetens and strengthens the bonds of civil society. 

Peace is now restored to your country. What solemn reflec- 
tions arise, on looking back on the last few years of its history I 
May the heart of every one of you, my dear friends, be lifted 
up in thanksgiving unto God, for the deliverance which He has 
granted, in the midst of many dangers. May a sense of these. 
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his mercies, lead to earnest prayer, to be helped to live wor- 
thily amongst men in the grateful remembrance of such blessing^ 

Having known the horrors and the sufferings of war, do your 
utmost towards preserving your country in peace with all nations. 
Use every effort to stifle, in those around you, feelings of hos- 
tility to the people of other lands. Whilst prizing your own 
great civil and religious privileges, may the words of the apos- 
tle instructively come before you, "Who made thee to differ 
from another; and what hast thou which thou hast not received ? " 

When I passed through your Southern States sixteen years 
agO; I little thought that I should live to see freedom granted 
to the slaves in Georgia, South Carolina, Mississippi, and other 
States. When, in 1853, we came before the Governors of those 
and other Slave-holding States, by whom we were courteously 
and patiently received, to present the address of our Yearly 
Meeting, on the subject of Slavery, we often told them that we 
felt for the slaveholders. Such feelings are not now diminished. 

It is not that I would palliate the sin of holding our fellow 
men in bondage ; but it is my warm desire that, whilst we con- 
demn the crime, those who have shared in it^ whether men or 
women, may be spoften of and spoken to in a brotherly Chris- 
tian spirit Gentleness does not preclude firmness; kind words 
do not prevent sincerity; patient remonstrance, in a Christian 
spirit, has great efficacy. Few as were the cases in which I had 
intercourse with slaveholders, instances occurred which give 
force to these remarks. I believe that this course would often 
produce favourable results, such as some may little anticipate. 

I rejoice with you in the overthrow of slavery in the TTnited 
States. In making this acknowledgment, I do not forget how this 
wonderful event has been brought about Our Heavenly Father 
has created man a free agent, but responsible for the exercise of 
his freedom. In overruling the acts of his creatures to his own 
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gloTjf He does not set the seal of his sancliou to their, sins. He 
£^ves no encouragement to do evil that good may come. War 
must still be looked upon as an enormous evil, a sin against the 
righteous law of our Almighty Father in heaven. He, in his un- 
erring wisdom, was pleased to stay the shedding of blood between 
the North and the South. We may be a&esh reminded of the 
words of the Psalmist, '^ The wrath of man shall praise thee ; the 
remainder of wrath wilt thou restrain." Out of this war arose 
one of the most glorious results which the eventful history of this 
century presents— the termination of the unrighteous bondage of 
millions of brothers and sisters. The Lord reigneth ] let the in- 
habitants of the world oe glad and rejoice. 

You have nobly come forward to relieve and to * succourthe 
Freedmen. You have shown yourselves their true friends. You 
have instructed the ignorant ; you have judiciously endeavoured 
to train them in habits of Christian morality, industry, and self- 
support } but, more than all, in teaching them the truths of Holy 
Scripture, you have directed their thoughts to Christ their Saviour, 
to a dependence upon Him, upon his redemption and upon his sal- 
vation. Thus having cared for them in the hour of their distress, 
you will, I trust, continue to watch over them, and to protect 
them, in days to come, from the trials and evils to which they may 
be exposed, and to do all in your power to secure for them and 
their children instruction in the blessed truths of the Gospel of 
Christ May they be directed to Him, their great Deliverer from 
the heavy bondage of sin, and be led, in dependence on the Holy 
Spirit, to fix their hopes on the true happiness which He befKtows, 
or time and for eternity, on all who receive and obey Him. 

And now, my dear friends, permit me to advert to your position, 
and to some of your privileges, in the widely extended Continent 
of North Ameriea. 
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Haying witnessed the horrors and the ravages of Civil War, 
you will have rejoiced with praise and thanksgiving to the Most 
High, in that He has restored peace and tranquillity to your coun- 
try. You had, as a religious Society, previously been witness of 
the evils of infidelity ; escaping its withering influence, you may 
well give thanks for that faith and hope in Christ our Redeemer 
which should lead to the advocacy and the diffusion of his glori- 
ous truths of life and salvation which it is the blessed privilege of 
his followers to make known. You have long felt the evils and 
the sin of slavery. Your country is now delivered from the ini- 
quity of this system. Herein you rejoice %pd give thanks. May 
you, dear friends, be so brought to a sense of the guilt and sin of 
the bondage of corruption, as to press after and to enjoy the free- 
dom of that spiritual liberty wherewith Christ would make you 
free. May you be so redeemed from the love of the unlawful 
pleasures and riches of this world, as that your whole hearts may 
be fixed on a heavenly inheritance. Commending and adorning 
the profession of faith in that redemption which comes through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant, may you, in gratitude for 
the mercies offered of the Lord, be enabled, both by example and 
by precept, to invite all with whom you associate to the enjoy- 
ment of the light, the life, and the peace of the Christian believer. 

Befote I conclude, let me offer you a word of encouragement to 
continue to plead for the exercise of righteousness, kindness and 
love towards the aboriginal inhabitants of your country. Your 
forefathers were the true friends of these tribes on their native 
soil. You have not failed still to plead for their inalienable rights. 
Alasl how shamefully, how cruelly have they been treated. There 
are still multitudes of them in the western wilds of America. May 
you not cease to embrace every opportunity to advocate their 
cause and to do them good. I have read very lately witii much 
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<iaction a raluable memorial to Congress^ fxx>m the representa- 
'. ^9 of some of your Yearly Meetings, " in reference to Indian 
laira." 

As I write my heart is enlarged in Christian love towards you. 

the tens of thousands who bear the name of Friends are 

cght into and kept in harmony and brotherly confidence, 

" commit themselves to the guidance of the good Shepherd, 

will, I believe, give tbem a service for Him in their respec- 

' ' neighbourhoods. Fields of labour among the population around 

1 may be more extensively presented than has hitherto been 

I case. As the heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord, it may be 

^ en to you and to your successors in religious profession, whilst 

: nfully adhering to those simple views of Christian truth by 

" lich Friends have ever been distinguished, to spread, both by 

ample and by teaching, without addition and without diminu- 

i I, thejtruth as it is in Jesus, the knowledge of Him who 

. h abolished death, and brought life and unmortality to light 

' the Gk>spel; and it may be your privilege, in days to come, 

> '^rry on, even among the benighted inhabitants of South 

n.irica, this work of faith and labour of love. Christ is given 

/ a light to the Gentiles, and for salvation unto the ends of the 

• t'l. May our merciful Father in heaven, in his wisdom and 

.,(*, hasten the coming of that day, when, in every nation, in- 

- .''S3 shall be offered unto Him and a pure offering. 

^ ay you and may we, abiding in Christ, be steadfast in our fi- 
- . y to Him, and adhere with firmness to the doctrine of the 
-..:. iual character of the New Covenant, to the views of worship 
a ministry, of inviolable peace, and to the other testimonies to 
t Truth, by which, as a Christian body, we have been distin- 
5 ^' led. 

A ocept these effusions of an aged brother in the love in which 



tbey ftre offered. May graoe, mer<^, and peac6frdm Qod our 
Father, and JesQS Christ our Lord, increase and abound amon; 
you. And may we aUj being saDCtified and justified in the nani 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God, be made '* mee) 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light" 

JOSIAH FORSTER. 4 
IbUenham, Mnt Months 1870. 



